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"But before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith which would 

afterward be revealed. Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be 

justified by faith. But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. For you are all sons of 

God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor 

female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and 

heirs according to the promise. (NKJV) 

 

Our sermon begins at seventy miles per hour, eastbound on Interstate 70 toward Columbia, Missouri. 

Just past the exit that will take you south through Sedalia, Lincoln and eventually Branson, stands a 

large billboard. The background is deep black, the lettering a stark white. 

 

The message says: "Don't make me come down there. -God"  

 

No one claims responsibility for the billboard, nor the similar one further down the way ("You think 

it's hot here? -God"), but I must confess that the message troubles me. It places God in the role of an 

angry father, the kind who's only around when you're in trouble. It indicates that we don't really want 

to have God around, because that would mean He would be there to punish. Furthermore, it teaches 

that being a Christian is all-and only-about keeping God happy so He doesn't come to judge.  

 

The message to the world is, "You don't want to make God angry, so you'd better behave." 

 

Now, last week we spoke a bit about the importance of preaching Law and Gospel, and how the 

primary purpose of the Law is to accuse us of our sin-to show us how much we need a Savior. This 

week's text naturally builds upon that one, as it approaches sin and salvation from a different angle. 

So let us speak of good works and obedience to God; and let us speak of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

without whose death there would be nothing good about us at all. 

 

I. The Tutor and the Savior 

 

From eastbound I-70, we step back to the Roman Empire and talk about the tutor. The rich and 

powerful had many responsibilities in keeping the empire going; they also had the responsibilities of 

home, including the education of their children. Children didn't always enjoy going to school, so the 

parents would recruit a special slave-the paidagogos. The job of the paidagogos was to make sure the 

child got to school, paid attention, and did the homework; so, even though the child was the heir of 

the household, the slave had authority over him. Parents gave the paidagogos authority to discipline 

their child to a reasonable extent; and if the child refused to obey, the slave could always say, "Ok. 

Wait 'til your father gets home." 
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Just to be clear: The parents loved the child far more than the slave, but gave the slave the authority 

and responsibility to keep the child in line. 

 

Now, the child could have a few different attitudes toward the slave. 

 

First, he could be openly defiant: "He's the slave, and I don't want him telling me what to do." Open 

defiance is never enough for such a child; not only does he not obey, but he breaks the rules all the 

more to demonstrate his defiance. This doesn't last forever: Eventually, the child faces punishment 

for his disobedience-his parents make sure of that. 

 

Second, the child could obey, but grudgingly. He would say, "I don't want to obey, but I know that 

I'll be punished if I break the rules. I'll do what the slave tells me to do-not because I want to, but 

because I have to." The child would thus obey-but it would be clear that he didn't like the rules. 

 

The third option is the best of the three: The child could rejoice in the instruction and the discipline 

of the slave. He could say, "While I don't always understand the reason for the rules, I know that 

they are for my good and therefore I will be thankful for the direction and the correction." In this 

case, the slave was no longer a taskmaster, but a trusted advocate; free from the fear of punishment, 

the student could rejoice in the guidance of the slave. Did this happen much? Likely not: Children 

don't naturally like to follow the rules, nor do they appreciate correction. 

 

Nor do adults, for that matter. But the reason I spend so much time speaking to you of students and 

slaves in ancient Rome is because of what Paul says in Galatians 3:23-5: But before faith came, we 

were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed. The Law 

was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after faith has come, we 

are no longer under a tutor. The word for tutor is the word for that slave we were talking about, the 

paidagogos. 

 

Consider the Law as the tutor, the slave in charge of keeping you under guard. The job of the 

paidagogos was to warn and punish the student in order to lead him to something better-an 

education. The purpose of the Law is the same: It accuses us, warns us and shows us our failings and 

sin in order to lead us to the Savior, Jesus Christ. The Lord does not send us His Law just to make us 

feel inadequate-He sends His Law in order to bring us to Christ. The Law is our tutor, charged with 

pointing us to the cross. 

 

Now, as sinners under the Law, there are three different ways that we can react when our tutor, the 

Law, shows us God's requirements and our sin. 

 

First, we can react in open defiance. We can stubbornly declare, "Nobody-God included-is going to 

tell me what to do!" Again, open defiance is never enough for sinners; rather, they must go on to 

break God's commands all the more. This is the source of many headlines on the evening news. For 

instance, the Lord declares abortion and homosexuality to be sins: People react not only by 

committing these sins, but by holding public parades and rallies to demand approval, to declare such 

sins to be inalienable human rights. Such defiance may last for a while, but Judgment Day is coming. 

The Lord in His patience elects to wait for now, but He will eternally condemn the unrepentant 

sinner who defies His Law. 

 

As Christians, we tend not to defy God's commands openly. However, we do tend to exercise the 

second option: grudging obedience. We believe it good to follow God's Law-not because it is right 
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and holy, but because we'll get in trouble if we don't. We have to keep God's commands because 

that's the rules that He's laid down, and we don't want to make Him unhappy; therefore, we keep 

God's commands because we're afraid of what will happen if we don't. This is the sort of attitude that 

leads to billboards along Interstate 70: Obey God or be punished. This is outward obedience, but 

hardly God-pleasing obedience. There remains a resentment towards the tutor, because we'd rather 

be doing the bidding of our sinful nature. 

 

The third option is the God-pleasing one: We can obey God's Law because we delight to keep His 

commands. We can obey God's commands because they are good and right, and because we rejoice 

to do what our Father in heaven has given us to do. We can do these things out of the faith and 

conviction that our Lord, who has redeemed us, knows what is best for us. 

 

At this point, when we are obeying the Law because we delight to do so, we are no longer slaves 

under the Law. Rather than grudgingly obey it, we are working with it to accomplish that which God 

commands. It's not that we leave the Law behind and run away; instead, we love it rather than resent 

it. 

 

Now, to delight in God's Law requires an extraordinary change of heart; in fact, it is a change that 

we can never accomplish by our own reason or strength. By nature, we are born in sin-and we 

naturally hate God's Law and the requirements He has for us. We can't change that resentment-it's 

impossible: We have to have our hearts changed for us by the Savior. This is where the tutor and the 

Savior work together. The tutor teaches us our need for the Savior, and the Savior gives us the 

forgiveness needed so that we can delight in God's commands. St. Paul puts it this way: 

 

24Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 25But 

after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 26For you are all sons of God through faith in 

Christ Jesus. 27For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all 

one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to 

the promise. 

 

Rejoice in this Good News! The Law has brought us to Christ, and Christ has saved us from our sin! 

He gives us faith: Faith to believe that He has died to redeem us, and faith to believe that we are now 

His children. We are no longer slaves under the Law-through Baptism, Christ has clothed us with 

His holiness and made us His holy people. And if we are His holy people, we are heirs of the 

Kingdom of God. 

 

By this forgiveness, the Lord cleanses our hearts and gives us faith. By faith, we see that the Law of 

God is not something to resent: Rather, by faith we see that the Law of God is good and holy and 

something to be cherished and kept. Seeing-by faith-that God's Law is good, we then rejoice to keep 

it. We are set free from the Law: It is no longer a cruel taskmaster who says "Do this or else!", but a 

cherished friend to be honored and served. 

 

Let us say this clearly and plainly: When do we rejoice to do the Law of God? Only when we are 

justified by Christ. Only when Christ has redeemed us and forgiven us can we rightly regard God's 

holy Law. The Law as tutor leads us to the Savior. The Savior, by creating in us a clean heart, causes 

us to rejoice in God's Law.  

 

In other words, and most importantly: We do not win our salvation by learning to rejoice in God's 
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Law. We rejoice in God's Law because Jesus Christ has already given us salvation. 

 

Therefore, our proclamation is not "Don't make God come down here," or "You'd better behave or 

else." Such a message will only lead to resentment against the Lord. We proclaim God's Law to 

accuse of sin, yes; but we also proclaim that Christ has died and risen save us from that sin. 

Furthermore, because the Lord gives us forgiveness in His Word and Sacrament, we want Him to 

come down here: In His means of grace, He comes divinely to serve us, to give us forgiveness for all 

of our sins. 

 

And because we are forgiven, we are not slaves who keep God's commands because we have to; we 

are His children, going about His business. And, as we go about His business as the forgiven people 

of God, the things that we do are good works before Him. 

 

Not because we've earned His love, but because Christ has died for us. 

 

II. Two Troublesome Objections, but Some More Good News 

 

Before we conclude this morning, we must address two troublesome objections that keep us from 

rejoicing in this Good News. 

 

The first one is this: "I'm a Christian, but I still grumble about doing the right thing. I find that I often 

do not rejoice to do God's commands, but do them because I feel I have to. This is not a God-

pleasing attitude, so do I ever do any good works?" 

 

The answer: As long as we are in this world, we are both saint and sinner. The sinner in us will 

always resent God's Law and resist keeping it, while the saint in us will always rejoice in obeying 

God's Law. Therefore, throughout your life, you will find that you still resent God's commands 

because of the sinner that clings to you (St. Paul addresses this issue in Romans 7:14-25). What are 

you to do? Confess the resentment for the sin that it is, trusting that Jesus has died for this sin, too. 

Because the Lord forgives you for your sin-removes it from you, all that is left for the Father to see 

is the joyful obedience of the saint. Therefore, for the sake of Jesus, God the Father is pleased to see 

that you do good works. 

 

The second objection needs more attention, for it is responsible for so much mischief in our world 

today: "St. Paul says that I am free from the Law. If I'm free from the Law, it means that I don't have 

to follow it anymore. Therefore, I can do whatever I want to do, and I can be whatever I want to be. 

After all, St. Paul says that all the barriers are knocked down: There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 

is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus." 

 

This line of reasoning is used as an excuse for all sorts of sinful practices, including living together 

without marriage, homosexuality, open communion and the ordination of women. Since we are free 

from the Law, the argument goes, there are no more prohibitions. But the argument is flawed. 

 

First, the argument defeats itself. Follow it through to its own conclusion: Because of forgiveness, 

the Law is set aside. If the Law is set aside, there is no sin. But if there is no sin, there is no need for 

forgiveness. And if there is no forgiveness, then the Law isn't set aside. The argument fails. 

 

Furthermore, God makes clear in His Word that His Law remains in place. Yes, we are free from the 

Law of God-but not in the sense that we can ignore it. We are free because, in Christ, it is now 
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something that we freely do. Because Jesus has redeemed us from rebellion against God's Law, He 

has set us free joyfully to obey it. 

 

This has much to do with the vocations God has given us in life, for we each have callings that He 

has given us to do. Perhaps the Lord has given you the vocations of husband or wife, parent and/or 

child, employer or employee, etc. These are the callings in which God calls for you to serve Him, 

and so we keep His Law as we serve one another within the callings that we have. If we taken on a 

calling that God has forbidden us, we defy God and break His Law. 

 

Marriage is an example: God calls one man and one woman to live together, faithfully, for life. A 

couple may justify living together by saying that they are free to do so; in reality, they are doing the 

work of a calling that they don't have because they are not yet husband and wife. Therefore, because 

they are not married, they defy God and live in sin. 

 

Vocations give us specific opportunities to serve: To step out of those specific bounds is to defy the 

Lord. Again, to speak of marriage: Except for one lovely and longsuffering woman with two small 

children near the back of the sanctuary, I am not called to be your husband; nor, except for her, are 

any of you called to be my wife. Men are not called to bring forth physical life in this world by 

giving birth to children; though some scientists work on the possibility, and in so doing act in 

defiance of God's Law. Likewise, women are not called to proclaim eternal life in as pastors in the 

office of the Holy Ministry; in fact, no one-man or woman-should publicly preach, teach or 

administer the Sacraments without a regular call (CA XIV), though all Christians have the freedom 

to evangelize within their calling. But whenever someone attempts to do what God hasn't designated 

for them to do, they rebel against the Lord and trouble arises. 

 

Even when we recognize our God-given vocations, we still violate them. People fail to serve one 

another, grow discontent with their tasks and covet others instead. Daily, we fail to fulfill our 

vocations as we ought. What shall we do? Again, confess the sin, trusting that Christ has died for 

such transgressions. Rejoice that He has redeemed you from that sin, and rejoice that He sets you 

free to serve Him and others in the callings He has given you. And rejoice all the more that you are 

not saved by how well you keep God's Law and fulfill your vocation; but that you are already saved 

by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. He has already died for your sins; He has clothed you 

with Himself in Your Baptism, that you might be His heirs both now and forever. 

 

In conclusion, this sermon is entitled, "How to do good works." And while we've touched on it a bit, 

we should address it specifically once more. How do you do good works? Focus not on them, but on 

the cross and Christ's sacrifice for you. Daily confess your sins before God, and trust in His 

absolution: And if you are forgiven, then all that you do in your vocations are good works, pleasing 

to God. They flow naturally from being forgiven. 

 

Make no mistake: Jesus Christ has made you a son and heir of His kingdom by His death and 

resurrection, and by faith He has set you free from God's Law in order to keep God's Law.  

 

Where do good works begin for you?  

 

With this wonderful announcement: You are forgiven for all of your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


